PRACTICAL PROSE READERS
Why is it that the world's singers come heralded with
these significant names ? Why is it that the infinite families
of the Smiths and the Robinsons and the Joneses never
sing? And Oliver Cromwell and John Churchill and
Horatio Nelson! Why, there is the roar of guns and
the thunder of great deeds in the very accents of their
names. And so with the heroines of history, the Grace
Darlings and the Florence Nightingales. One almost sees
in the latter case events carefully avoiding the common-
place and shaping a lustrous name for the wearer. For
her mother was named Smith, the daughter of that
William Smith, the famous philanthropist, and member
for Norwich, who fought the battle of the Dissenters in
Parliament, and was one of the leaders of the anti-slavery
movement. And her father was named Shore, and only
assumed the name of Nightingale with the estates that
made him a wealthy man. " A rose by any other name/'
no doubt. But the world is grateful for the happy accident
that gave it " Florence Nightingale."
It is a name full of a delicate reminiscence, like the
smell of lavender in a drawer, calling up memories of
those from whose lips we first heard the story of " The
Lady with the Lamp/' It suggests not a personality, but
an influence; not a presence, but a pervasive spirit. For
since that tremendous time, when the eyes of the whole
world were turned upon the gentle figure that moved
like a benediction through the horrors of the hospitals of
Scutari, Miss Nightingale's life has had something of the
quiet of the cloister. It is not merely that her health was
finally broken by her unexampled labours: it is that
combined with the courage of the chivalrous world into
which she was born, she has the reticence of a tem-
perament that shrinks from publicity with mingled scorn
and humility.
This rare union of courage and modesty is illustrated
by her whole career. When, after a girlhood spent in her
native Italy-for she was born in Florence, as her only
sister, afterwards Lady Verney, was born in Naples-and
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